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Travel in Africa is always interesting. There is an element of risk that makes the experience most
memorable and that keeps the driver on his toes! My receipt tovered 4,500 kilometres of bad roads

in Zimbabwe and Mozambique and allowed me to be the first TAC Bishop ever to visit Mozambique.
Both Fr Murinda and | were very aware of the historical nature of parts of our journey together.

The situation in Zibabwe is improving, albeit slowly. The Zimbabwean Dollar has been scrapped and
replaced by the US $ and the SA Rand. Shopguiteewell stocked and there is enoughtrol ¢ it is just

that the Zimbabwearl,JS 2 LI S R2y QiU KI @S (i K SrevelyBafdhitiePmosi ozduH h dzNJ C
people are in the rural areamd are therefore amongst the poorestembersof the population. On one

occasionat the Offertory,the collection comprised of two small coiqd was humbled to consider how

much that must hae meantto the give® ¢ KS WgA R2 g Qasprangtd®igl. Ay al MHYnNH
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{4 t I G§NX ORr@Gathedi@l biilt oiNalBikkpéece of land in a villagdetween Masving and
Mutare. The community wké to church and the women of the parish built the structure themseles.

is a vibrant and dedicated congregation. On Sundayuby, 25 people (mostly adults) weBaptizedand

9 adults wee Confirmed. The atmosphere was filled with excitement and simging was glorious.
About three months ago, a Bishop from another Anglican church had arrived and laid claim to the Pro
Cathedral; he waditerally chased away by the fiercely devoted congregation! The aité¢he Pro
Cathedral is very largend Fr Murimla and | are looking at ways to begin a school that will be attached

to the church. The community will benefit tremendously by sudtteaelopment. | presented the Pro
Cathedral with- y W1 £ {1 NJ t & G2auffdl seChaltdrllineds §lasy cBuetdavabo dish and jug,

a large decanter, 1,000 wafers and some wine for Holy Communion, incense and charcoal for many
ASNDAOSad ¢KS WIifhFNI tFO1Q LINERSBIERS thréughdut Sodthiern ¥ dzt £ &
Africa. My wife, Dalene and our houselper, Nthombi make all thstoles andinens and the Diocese
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parishes the chance to have excellent quality church requigitesmething they couldimply never get

hold of, let alone afford | carried 5% dzAltar P&8¢k&to Zimbabwe, together with stoleshasubles,
FYAO0Saz IANRESE YR YlIye 20KSNJ WoAada | yRMyk#k SOSaQ
looked a bit like the pickup in éhfirst photograph!

Walking to church Those who were Confirmédli { G t F G NA O] Qa

A land of contrasts

As FriMurinda and | traveled, | was mad&vare of the enormous contrasin the country. | had eaten a
meal of beansin a squatter settlemenin the evening of one day and we had visited the Vumba

Mountains the next and come across the Leopard Rock Hotel. Thald@ifig¢ O0S O2 dzf Ry Qi KI @S
profound!

Whilst in Mutare, in the Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe, | paisngortantvisit to theRoman Catholic
Bishop. The Roman Catholics have givencburch an office in Mutare and we are deeply grateful for
their assistance. We were able to discuss mattertheinity talks with the TA@nd fellowshigbetween
our churchesFr Murinda was pleaskthat we had been able to meeas the Bishop has been a real
comfort to him We were also able to discuss thefeud raging between rival Anglican Bishops in the
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Eastern Highland3his is an often violent confrontation, affecting many Anglican parish&merd was

able to meetthe Bishop of MutareBishop Jakazand had driendly andfruitful discussion followed by a

time of prayer.He is on the receiving end of the disagreements and was very glad of the fellotship.

and his priests have beaegulaly assaulted by the opposing partyhe next day, we almost literally

bumped into Bishop Handi, his bitter rivalg it was averyinteresting couple of daysBishop Hatendi

was most put out to meet a TABIshopin Zimbabwe as he hadecentlybeenputting a lot of pressure
onFrMurind | dadzyAy3d KAY (2 06S F Wi2yS NIyYy3ISND gAlK2dz

The congregation in Mutare (Ramganvura) has been growing steadily. | was able to visit some homes
anoint the sickand enjoy wonderful fellowship there. Isal met the candidates for Ordination from
Mutare, Deacon Stephen Maenganrbuand Pilane Nyoni and spesbme time withthem andtheir
familiesprior to the Ordination

Deacon Pilane Nyoni, Fr Murinda (Vicar Genelp
- | and Father Stephen Maengamhuru in front of
| the parish church in Raganvuru, Mutare

Into Mozambique:

Fr Murinda has pioneered the work in Mozambique, and the Parish 8te&phen in Munene is now
well-established. The Catechist, Steven Chidza, has learned well and the young men of the parish have
already made 9,500 large mud bricks in order to build a church on a piece of ground that has been given
by the village elders.

We arrived¢ down an impassable roado a sung welcome anthe community swung into gear to set
up for our serviceThe church was beautifully decorated with purple bougainvilleaenpyed an
excellent Mass and Confirmation atader sat with the commaity to eat and fellowshiplt was lovely to
watch Fr Murinda chatting to his friend of many years as they shared memories of ministry to§geer.



then travelled to where the bricks are being made and Hasite for the new churchlt is very exciting
to be part of the beginnings of what is going to be a strong parish.

Fr Murinda hadeen invitedto travel to Beira (a coastal port and the second largest city in Mozambique)
to begin a congregation ther&he church is now officially registered in Mozague and we are certain
that the work will flourish. Fr Murinda surethat once Steven Chidza is made a Deacon, the growth will
accelerate in the rural areas.

The congregation at St Stephens, Munene Deacon Steven and Fr Murinda surve309, bricks!
Nyanga:

In Nyanga, we met Tofara Saruthanhi. He will mov¢ 6 t I G NA O1 Qa t N /I G KSRNJ f
Deacon. We met several parishioners, blessed a house and paid a visit to Clifton Farm School, where one

of the church cecoordinators isa teacher. This area is spectacular and there is great potential for the

growth of the church theredlt is also the area where the inténglican conflict is fiercest.

Ordination:

It is four years since there was an Ordination in Zimbabwe. The Deacaasd Gmdanhi and Stephen
Maengamhuru have exercised their ministry with patience and have supported Fr Murinda in his work.
The presence of seven new Deacons and two Priests ifgy go raise the profile of the TAC
tremendously and enablEr Murinda a newneasure of freedom to establisbongregations throughout
Zimbabwe Mozambiqueand BotswanaWe were grateful to use the Presbyterian Church in Mutare for
our service, and it was a joyful celebration. As a result of the Ordinatiorhodevgroup of Christias

that is without any ovesight decided to join ACSA. We welcome thaost warmly.

The Deacons all received stoles, cassocks and clergyg shim the church. They werso proud and
looked excellent in their new attire. One of those to be made Deaconumable to attend, due to a
serious accident involving some of his family. | ask you to pray for Dennis Godo and his family in their
disappointment. His time will come.



